CHAPTER IX
THE FOUNTAIN OF BACCHUS
SINCE her departure from England, Marie had been
obliged to consume a perturbingly large portion of her
nest-egg. Besides travelling expenses, there had been a
strong, up-to-date practice piano to hire, a nursery
governess to engage and a month's music lessons for
which to pay. Petroff had decreed that before Olga
could benefit by his own tuition she must have two or
three years' grounding under one of his pupils, a Fraulein
Schnabel. Olga's nursery governess had been a subject of
much discussion between Marie and Madame Mociusko.
The latter had been very persistent that she and
Gretchen could look after Olga while her mother was out,
so that Marie need not incur unnecessary expense,
Marie, however, had refused to agree to Madame's
proposition. She had engaged Freda Schmitt, a cheerful
and sensible girl of twenty. Freda's task was to super-
vise Olga's practising, give the child elementary tuition
in German and English, play games with the little
genius, and prevent Olga from growing into an oddity,
school being out of the question for a pupil dedicated
to music and for whom practising was of primary
importance.
Olga's maintenance and education constituted a load
almost greater than Marie could bear. It was in the
hope of acquiring financial strength to support this
burden that Marie reluctantly consented to undergo the
ordeal of Vronsky's scrutiny.
When, as an applicant for employment, Marie entered
the Nw Art Theatre, Mociusko led her to the gymnasium*
Here a few girls, very lightly clad, were busy at the
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